Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton
PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

Mrs Tracey Price (Clerk)

Garn Farm
Tel: 01547 528575 Chapel Lawn
Email: presteigneandnortontc@outlook.com Bucknell
Shropshire.
SY7 0BT

11" November, 2021

Dear Councillor

There will be a meeting of Presteigne and Norton Town Council on WEDNESDAY 17" November,
2021 at 7.30 p.m. at the Assembly Rooms, Broad Street, Presteigne and also via video conferencing
and you are hereby summoned to attend.

The public and press are cordially invited to attend.

Join Zoom Meeting -
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82061374361?pwd=bVJMd2twdU9aSFFRMFJZckpwT0psZz09

Meeting ID: 820 6137 4361 Passcode: 944793

Or dial by your location - 0330 088 5830 United Kingdom

Yours sincerely
Tracey Price

TOWN CLERK

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members are requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in

matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities
(Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008 and the Local Authorities (Model Code of
Conduct) (Wales) (Amendment) Order 2016.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

To approve that the Minutes of the meeting held on 20th October, 2021 are a true and
accurate record and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes as such.
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4., UPDATE ON OUTSTANDING ITEMS AND CLERKS REPORT

From the Meeting of 20" October. Also to receive the Clerk’s Report.
5. FINANCE
a) Donations: To consider the following donations — none this month.

To note the email of thanks from PACDG (street cleaning).
b) Payments: to approve the following payments —

Mrs T.A. Price £1461.91 (inc allotment hours)
HM Revenue & Customs £607.53

NEST Pensions (direct debit) £130.06

T. Lloyd-John £678.23

N. Close £77.00

N. Close £160.99 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Artisan Print (leaflets — nature reserve) £7.96

Highground Maintenance Ltd £319.57 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Arrow Plant & Tool Hire (for new barn) £200.58 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Mrs T.A. Price (expenses) £44.67

Mrs T.A. Price (expenses — Meadow locks) £8.99 MEADOW ACCOUNT

Branching Out (forest school)(climate crisis grant) £250.00

Border Janitorial Supplies £74.40

Kington Building Supplies (wood bark) £177.58 MEADOW ACCOUNT
c) To review charges for advertisements on the town website in 2022. To consider
advertisement in Broad sheep to encourage take up and to consider payment of invoice
received by the Presteigne and Norton Community Trust.
d) Remuneration of Members: To note that all Members have now refused the annual £1350
allowance for 2021-22.
e) Request for BSL sign posters for Wilson Terrace Playground (approx. cost £50-£100) (Cllr.
Baynham).

6. PLANNING

(a) To consider applications received:

21/1839/TRE Grid Ref: E: 331282 N: 264547 Proposal: Lopping of branches that are
low/diseased or threatening buildings, numbered on plan with species and action required
Location: Radnorshire Arms Hotel, High Street, Presteigne Powys LD8 2BE.

21/1864/REM Grid Reference: E:330425 N: 267326 Proposal: Section 73 application to
remove condition 6 from planning approval 21/0389/HH in relation to archaeological

contractors and groundworks Site Address: The Old Vicarage, Norton, Presteigne, Powys
LD8 2EN.

21/1900/FUL Grid Reference: E:330707 N: 264485 Proposal: Erection of a holiday let chalet,
connection to an existing package treatment plant and formation of internal access track Site
Address: Holiday Chalet at Harp Meadow, Warden Road, Presteigne, LD8 2NL.

21/1911/LBC Grid Reference: E:331414 N: 264389 Proposal: Listed building consent to
renovate existing domestic accommodation including re-siting stairs; to provide a new
external door opening; to replace an existing rooflight and add 2 additional rooflights; to

enlarge proposed storage shed Site Address: Corner House, High Street, Presteigne, LD8
2BE.

21/1910/HH Grid Reference: E:331414 N: 264389 Proposal: Renovations to existing domestic
accommodation including re siting stairs; to provide a new external door opening; to replace
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an existing rooflight and add 2 additional rooflights; to enlarge proposed storage shed Site
Address: Corner House, High Street, Presteigne, LD8 2BE.

PLEASE NOTE THAT PLANNING APPLICATIONS MAY BE RECEIVED AFTER PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
AND MAY BE ADDED DUE TO THE TIGHT TIMESCALE FOR SUBMISSION OF COMMENTS.
. SEE THE TOWN COUNCIL FACEBOOK PAGE OR THE PLANNING PAGE ON THE COUNCIL SECTION OF THE

TOWN WEBSITE FOR LATEST APPLICATIONS.

(b) Planning Decisions: To note the following decisions —

21/1044/HH, Thistlebrook, Meeting House Lane, Norton: Consent 22™ September.
21/0987/FUL, Townsend House, 24 Hereford Street, Presteigne: Consent 5% October.
21/1453/CAC, Townsend House, 24 Hereford Street, Presteigne: Consent 5" October.
21/1523/FUL, Faraway, Stonewall Hill, Presteigne: Consent 11t October.
21/116/FUL, Unit 4, Broadaxe Business Park, Presteigne: Consent 25th October.
21/0977/FUL, Thistlebrook, Meeting House Lane, Norton: Consent 1% November.
21/0702/FUL, Plot 4 Broadaxe Business Park, Presteigne: Approval 2" November.

7. HIGHWAYS, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT

a) Active Travel Routes: To consider any future actions or to remove from agenda for time
being.
b) Dark Skies/Lighting:
e General Update.
e To note agreement to fund difference in cost for future replacements to the Pudsey
Diamond Light fittings.
To note most recent light readings (as previously circulated).
To note letter of support, Radnorshire Wildlife Trust.
To note letter of support, Radnorshire Mammal Group.
e To receive the decision on the Welsh Water Community Fund Grant Application.
c) Climate Crisis: Update.
d) Welsh Water Sewage System Upgrade - Update.
e) Lugg Bridge: To receive the reply from the County Council.
f) Update on Footpath Issues.
g) Update on Street Cleaning from PACDG.

8. NORTON

a) Community Speedwatch Update.
b) Norton Community Trust Update.
c) Bus Timetable Boards: Report re. poor condition.

9. SITES AND BUILDINGS MATTERS

a) Public Conveniences: Wilson Terrace Toilets now closed.

b) Allotments.

c) Meadows: To include —
e Concerns over rats/feeding of rats by barn. Reply from Environmental Health.
e Update re. tree planting request Chatterbrook WI.
e Use of new Barn for Leominster Morris Men (Sunday mornings)

d) Play Sufficiency Assessment: To consider comments.

e) Weir: To receive reply from CPAT and consider any action needed.

f) Lugg View Playground Grant Update.

Agenda.17.11.21 Page 3 of 4



10.

11.

12

13.

14.

15.

Enc.

g) Adopt a Bench Update.
h) Wilson Terrace Playground: To review allocation of £1000 donation for play equipment.

CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

a) Update Mid Border Arts/Assembly Rooms.

b) Town Wifi Update.

¢) Community Broadband Scheme Update and decision on provider.

d) Update on Presteigne Library Service/Volunteers.

e) Letter from Police and Crime Commissioner re. public survey.

f) Update re. Old Doctor’'s Surgery, Presteigne.

g) One Voice Wales Survey on Hybrid Meetings: To agree that the Clerk respond
appropriately.

h) Letter of Congratulations from James Evans MS re Lugg View Playground Grant and offer
to meet.

i) Reply from Welsh Government re. Multi Location Meetings.

j) Statutory Notice of Closure — Llanfihangel Rhydithon School and letter/email from Chair of
Dolau School Action Group.

k) Painting Of Information Board Posts Update and to consider also painting the fingerposts in
Presteigne.

TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY

To consider the recommencement of Council Surgeries.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

CO-OPTION

To consider the applicants for co-option.

DATES FOR JANUARY MEETINGS

To consider dates for the two January meetings.

ANY URGENT BUSINESS INFORMATION (at discretion of Chair)

Clerk's Report Nov. Minutes of Oct Meeting. Various Background papers.
Co-option Report (confidential).
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Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton
PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20™ OCTOBER 2021
HELD AT THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE AND VIA VIDEO
CONFERENCING

Present: Clirs. F. Preece (Mayor), D. Edwards (Deputy Mayor), D. Davies, T. Owens, R. Bamford,
C. Kirkby MBE, B. Baynham, R. Bennett, P. Smith, J. Wilding.

Apologies: Clir C. Ruby.
Absent: ClIr. N. Rogers.

In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk; members of the public.

Declarations of Interest: Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests
they may have in matters to be considered at the meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local
Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.

Personal: None.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.

MIN 3954 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th September, 2021 were approved without amendment. The
Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

MIN 3955 UPDATE ON OUTSTANDING ITEMS
(1) Former Health Centre/Doctor’s Surgery: Clir. Kirkby reported that the centre had still not been secured
and that the building was being misused. He had received complaints from nearby residents. The Clerk
confirmed that she had written to the property owner with no response. It was agreed that Clir. Kirkby could
write to the owner to request that the property be secured. Clir. Baynham would chase the matter up with
the County Council to see if it would secure the building.
(2) Library Services: Cllr. Kirkby reported that the co-ordinator of the volunteers had still not been contacted
by the current Principal Librarian. Clir. Baynham confirmed that she was to meet the Officer in the very near
future and would raise this.
(3) New Wood Bark, Skateboard Area: ClIr. Kirkby confirmed that this was now done.
(4) Cemetery Fees: Clir. Kirkby reported that he had attended the recent meeting of Stapleton Group Parish
Council when the matter of increased fees for persons living outside Powys had been discussed. The
Parish Council was planning further action on the issue.
(5) Cemetery Works: Clir. Kirkby reported that a number of issues were still outstanding —

e Mowing area still not including the areas around the edge of the car park: Clir. Baynham said this

was due to be done very soon.
e Painting of Gates: On the list as part of maintenance works but not likely to happen very soon.
e Fencing of unused area to allow grazing: A quote was awaited before the County Council could
consider this. ClIr. Wilding agreed to get a quote.

(6) WI Request to Plant a Tree on Went’'s Meadow: Clir. Kirkby had met Clir. Davies on site to discuss this
and the WI intended to purchase an apple tree for the site.
(7) Memorial Hall AGM: Clir. Smith had attended. The Hall had received a £10,000 covid payment and had
invested this, together with some of its own reserves, into surfacing/improvements to the car park area. The
cleaner’s hourly rate of pay had also been increased. The Hall Committee currently had around £29,000 in
reserves.
(8) Tree Work by Radnorshire Wildlife Trust: Noted that further work was planned at the Withy Beds.
(9) CCTV: Members noted that the Clerk was looking into the possibility of cctv on some/all of the Council’s
sites.
(10) Clir Kirkby reported that Mid Border Arts had been successful in securing a grant of £20,000 towards a
new lift. They are awaiting confirmation from PCC that the proposed lift is acceptable.

Minutes 20.10.21 PNTC Page 1 of 6



MIN 3956 FINANCE
(1) Donations: The following donation was approved —
PACDG (street cleaning) £250.00
The email of thanks from Radnorshire Wildlife Trust was noted.
(2) Payments: The following payments were approved —

Mrs T.A. Price £1383.56
HM Revenue & Customs £554.82
NEST Pensions (direct debit) £130.06
T. Lloyd-John £618.23
N. Close £35.00
N. Close £150.50 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Seward Precision Ltd (New Barn) £3900.14 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Highground Maintenance Ltd £319.57 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Broxap (new bench) £585.60
Lyreco (stamps/diaries) £66.32
R.G. & R.B. Williams (valuation) £600.00
Presteigne Building Supplies £35.56 MEADOW ACCOUNT
EDF Energy (barn) £30.22 MEADOW ACCOUNT
EDF Energy (Wilson Terrace) £41.73
EDF Energy (Hereford Street) £68.60
JRB Enterprises Ltd (dog bags) £261.60 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Highline Electrical Ltd £392.04
CleanMy Ltd (cleaning materials) £61.85
Cartridge People (ink toner) £219.80 (refund to T. Price)
Artisan Print (tree weekend) £131.85 (climate crisis grant)
Highground Maintenance Ltd (weed killing) £138.42 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Orphans Press (website hosting) £192.00

(3) Receipts: The following receipts were noted —
Broad Sheep (donation for new Barn) £100.00 MEADOW ACCOUNT
Anonymous Donation (play equipment Wilson Terrace) £1000.00
Anonymous Donation for Bench £488.00
Lottery Community Fund Grant £9998.00
Powys County Council (Transforming Towns Grant ) £3599.20

(4) Review of Internal Audit Arrangements: Members noted the internal audit papers supplied and resolved
that —

e that the document outlining the scope of the internal audit for the 2021-22 year be confirmed
unchanged apart from the addition of the following — to review the Council internet banking
arrangements.

e To re-appoint Mr. L. Stephens for the 2021-22 year audit.

e The planning and reporting arrangements for the 2021-22 internal audit were agreed
unchanged.

(5) Budget Update to the end of September: Members noted the budget update and the Clerk confirmed the
following —

¢ The expenditure on new benches had been met by donations.

e Maintenance costs on the Meadow account included the purchase of dog bags.

The Clerk would circulate the accounts to date so the full breakdown of the maintenance costs could be
seen.

(6) Bank Balances: The following balances were noted -

Money Manager £31,234.19 Meadow Account £22,186.53
Allotment Account £0.00 (now in Meadow) Warden Reserve Account £1017.13
Capital Account £30,651.63 Treasurer Account £55,337.63

The receipts listed in (3) above were included in these totals.

(7) Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales draft Annual Report Consultation: Members noted the draft
report and Clir. Kirkby drew Member’s attention to paragraph 13.16 relating to the taxation of the £150
allowance. This was still the subject of negotiations between Welsh Government, One Voice Wales and HM
Revenue & Customs. Resolved no comments be made on the draft report.

(8) Mid-year interim audit: Members noted that the half yearly internal audit had been completed without
any issues being raised.

Minutes 20.10.21 PNTC Page 2 of 6



(9) Inspection of invoices by Chairman: Members had noted that this had been completed.
(10) Transforming Towns Grant: Members approved the payment of the transforming towns grant of
£3599.20 to the Salty Dog.

MIN 3957 PLANNING

(1) Planning applications: The following planning applications were considered —

21/1370/RES Grid Reference: E:331758 N: 264485 Proposal: Reserved matters application
following planning approval 19/0777/OUT in relation to appearance, access, landscaping, layout and
scale. Site Address: Erection of A Rural Enterprise Dwelling, Broad Street, Presteigne. Members
noted that comments had been received from one resident. Resolved as follows - to

express concerns about the location of the proposed garage being too close to the adjacent
property; the location of proposed sewage treatment works, again close the boundary with the
adjacent property and the location of the sewage treatment plant, given the proximity of the River
Lugg. Subject to the satisfactory resolution of the above the Council has no other objections.

21/1385/HH Grid Reference: E:331305 N: 264381 Proposal: Installation of hand rail to flat roof area
Site Address: 1 The Barn, Presteigne. Resolved no objections be raised.

(2) Planning Decisions: No decisions this month.

MIN 3958 HIGHWAYS, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT

(1) Active Travel Route: Members reviewed the early weeks of the trial. It was felt that the new road
markings had helped reduce the initial problems but that earlier warning of the new one way would be
beneficial and the Clerk was asked to suggest additional signage by the mini roundabout. They had all
received copies of a large number of emails from both residents and non-residents over the one-way trial
and these comments were noted. Members were advised by Clir. Baynham that it was not illegal for
emergency services to travel the wrong way down a one-way street.

(2) Dark Skies/Lighting: The following items were discussed -

o Heritage lanterns for Broad Street: Resolved to utilise the existing monies held in reserve for the
project and the money raised from the online funding page (in part) to meet the additional cost of the
Pudsey Diamond light fittings as these were more in keeping with the character of Broad Street.

o Resolved that the Clerk make an application to Welsh Water Community Fund to further support the
Dark Skies Project.

e Street lighting Refurbishment: No time scale was yet available for this work.

(3) Climate Crisis: Update:
e Updated Climate Crisis Policy: Members approved the updated policy as circulated with the
meeting papers.
Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill: Resolved that no action be taken.
e Nature Reserve: Cllr. Bamford outlined the list of estimated running costs for the project and
asked for approval for the grant application to be submitted. She added that the purchase of
a cut and collect machine was an option for further consideration and that this could reduce
regular maintenance costs. Clir. Wilding stressed the need to keep running costs as low as
possible. Clir. Bamford added that the projected costs were generous in order to present the
worst case but that she expected to be able to keep the costs below those listed. Members
supported the submission of the grant application and thanked Clir. Bamford for her hard
work on the project so far. Clir. Bamford had produced a short leaflet to advise neighbouring
residents of the project and would distribute these shortly.
(4) High Street Grant: Members noted that the grant process was now complete.
(5) Welsh Water Sewage System Upgrade Update: Members noted the compensation claim drafted by
McCartneys. This would now be submitted. The Clerk confirmed that Welsh Water had agreed to place
information on the project works at the works site in Presteigne.
(6) Presteigne Woods Forest Resource Plan Consultation: No further information was available. Clir.
Bamford would inform the Clerk if the item needed to go on a future agenda.
(7) Caring for God's Acre Update re. Presteigne Roundabouts: Members noted the information supplied on
the work done since the project commenced.
(8) Proposed Speed Limit, Coombe: Members noted the plan drafted by the County Council, the suggested
30 and 40 mph lengths of road from the residents around Broadheath/Coombe, and the various emails from
those residents. The Clerk informed Members that while the County Council had drafted a plan for a speed
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restriction it had advised that the scheme was low in the rankings and therefore unlikely to be carried out for
some time. There was, however, an option to pay for the process at a cost of £3303. After consideration
Members confirmed their agreement with the resident’s suggestions for a 40mph section starting by
Broadheath Farm and leading to a 30mph section starting at the point marked originally by Powys County
Council. However Members did not feel that this was a cost the Town Council was able to meet but it would
strongly put the need for the limits to the County Council. The Clerk would contact the County Council and
inform Herefordshire Council and the Coombe/Broadheath residents of the position.

(9) Lugg Bridge: Members noted that both Balfour Beatty and Powys County Council had stated that no
surveys had recently been carried out on the bridge. The Clerk was instructed to contact Powys County
Council to ask that it carry out a formal inspection and assessment of the bridge as the Town Council had
concerns over cracks in the fabric of the bridge and that the pointing was falling out. Clir. Kirkby pointed out
that the bridge was integral to the flood alleviation scheme.

(10) Fold Farm Footpath Update: The Clerk had written to the Chief Executive as requested at the
September meeting and also chased a reply. Both times acknowledgements had been received but no full
reply. Clir. Baynham had therefore followed this up with the senior officer responsible for that service area
at the County Council and had now received a reply indicating that the matter would be expedited as soon
as possible and hopefully within the next couple of months. Clir. Baynham was asked to reply to this stating
that the Town Council was very pleased to hear this as it had been on the verge of making a formal
complaint and that it would now wait until 1% January, 2022 for the matter to be determined before taking
any further action. The Clerk was asked to send Clir. Baynham a copy of the planning inspectorate directive
which instructed the County Council to determine the application by March, 2020.

(11) Further Resident Comment on footpath along Clatterbrook: Members noted the comments of the
resident and that these had been passed to the Footpaths Officer. The Clerk was asked to contact the
Officer again to ask for the works to be done as soon as possible.

MIN 3959 NORTON

(1) Community Speedwatch Update: Members noted that the Whitton group had carried out a session in
Norton. No other update, given the absence of Clir. Ruby.

(2) Community Hub/Church Update: Clir. Wilding reported that the changes to the Presteigne and Norton
Community Trust were in progress. The long-awaited planning permission had still not been received. A
grant application had been submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund.

(3) CliIr. Wilding informed the meeting that the Norton Bonfire & fireworks would take place on Sunday
315t October with the Pumpkin judging being done by the Mayor, Clir. Preece and County Councillor
Baynham.

MIN 3960 SITES AND BUILDINGS

(1) Public Conveniences: Members noted that the Wilson Terrace toilet block would be closed down for the
Winter after the November bonfire/Fireworks.

(2) Allotments: The Clerk informed Members that the tenant of plot 36 had accepted the offer to move to a
newly vacated plot and suggested that given previous discussions on the size of the plot she not re-let the
plot until after the Sites & Buildings Committee meeting in November when it could be discussed further.
Members agreed that the plot should not be re-let for the time being.

(3) Meadows: the following matters were discussed —

e Use of Barn for Tree Weekend 23™ October: Noted.

e Date for the November Sites and Buildings Committee Meeting: Clerk to arrange via email.

e Report re. feeding of rats: Members were concerned to hear that someone was deliberately
encouraging rats at the old Barn and discussed any further action that could be taken. Clir. Bayham
agreed to contact Environmental Health to see if they could recommend anything and if it had a list
of qualified contractors.

e Possible Work to Pond: Cllr. Bamford reported that the expert she had consulted over possible
ponds on the proposed nature reserve had also looked at the pond on Lower Went's Meadow. They
had felt that the pond had no invasive species although it would benefit from the removal of some
scoops of mud at some point to deepen it. They had also recommended removal of a self-seeded
ash and an alder from the bank as these were both shading the pond and also dropping leaves into
it. Neither were desirable. The Clerk was asked to see if the contractor due on site to carry out some
tree work in the coming weeks would be able to also remove these two trees.

(4) Lugg View Playground: Members noted the success of the grant application for equipment at the Lugg
View play area. The equipment had now been ordered. The Clerk informed the meeting that the County
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Council was therefore able to install an inclusive orbit roundabout at Wilson Terrace (instead of the see-saw
originally planned). It had been hoped that the see-saw would also be able to be installed but the Officer
had since indicated that this wouldn’t be possible. The Clerk would discuss this further to explore other
options for using the donation.

(5) Boultibrooke Weir: Clir. Smith reported on the site meeting held with an Officer from the Wye/Usk
Foundation and the proposal to install willow ‘fish scales’ along the bank to slow the water flow and enable
the bank to re-build. He was not however able to deal with any work to the structure of the Weir itself. There
were no grants available and the estimated cost was £2636 although this could be reduced if a local
hymac/digger could be sourced. Permits would be required given the area is a SSSI. It was agreed that this
be put into the draft budget for consideration in January. Clir. Smith also reported that the trees on the
inside of the meander above the weir were also felt to be an issue and the Officer had recommended
pollarding them to remove the stress and so to secure the ground and prevent the meander being washed
away, something which would radically alter the direction of the water flow.

(6) Adopt A Bench: Clir. Baynham had chased the insurance query up with the Officer but not yet had a
reply.

(7) Refurbishment of Town Benches Update: Members noted that this was complete and the final new
bench was in place outside the Primary School.

MIN 3961 CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

(1) Mayor’s Chain Update: Clir. Baynham reported that it seemed increasingly unlikely that it would be
possible for the Radnorshire Chain to be given to the Town Council. Clir. Kirkby had already carried out
research into options for refurbishment of the pendant, adding links to the chain etc. and it was felt that this
option should now be considered in more detail. The possibility of a presentation board for past Mayor’s
was discussed as an alternative solution. Clir. Kirkby agreed to carry out more research and get costings
for presenting to the budget meeting in January.

(2) Town Wifi Scheme SMART towns: Members had been made aware that the grant application had been
successful and that the project was expected to be complete by the end of March, 2022.

(3) Tourist Information Boards Update: Clir, Kirkby reported on the situation relating to the extra £500
needed and following discussions with some of the previous Trust Directors he believed that the current
Directors could confirm to PACDG the allocation of a full £1000 to the project.

(4) Open Consultation on Proposed Guidance on “Principles of Good Administration” and “Good Records
Management”: Noted.

(5) Community Broadband Scheme: Members considered the benefits of this proposed project which would
offer fibre to the premises connections to the Presteigne and Norton area. Following discussions on the
details Members agreed that the project go ahead and agreed to form a Working Group to run the Project.
Members of the Group to be Clirs. Davies, Owens and Bennett. The Clerk would arrange an initial meeting
with the Community Broadband Officer and Broadway Partners.

(6) Letter from Llandrindod Town Council re. hybrid meetings and request for Welsh Government funding
and support: Members fully supported the letter written by Llandrindod Wells Town Council and the Clerk
was asked to write in support.

(7) Reply from Jane Dodds MS on dental provision in Powys: Noted. Clir. Baynham reported that the
Powys Teaching Health Board had recently announced that Powys dentists will take on

approximately 269 new patients per week across the county. This plan is part of a Wales-wide

dental recovery plan.

(8) Reply from Chief Fire Officer re. siting of new vehicle: Members noted that the request for the
unallocated vehicle to be located in Presteigne had been refused and the vehicle allocated to Abercrave.
(9) Further correspondence re fly tipping, Slough Road: Members noted the further comments. The Waste
Awareness Officer had visited twice and not found any problem. The resident had been offered the
opportunity to meet Clir. Baynham and the Officer on site but had not as yet stated they wished to take up
that offer. No further action needed at present.

(10) Presteigne and Norton Community Trust: Members noted the changes to the structure of the group
and confirmed the four Town Council trustees as Clirs. Wilding, Bamford, Smith and Kirkby.

(11) Welsh Government Consultation: Consultation on Updating Earnings Thresholds for Council Tax
Recovery: Resolved no comment be made.

MIN 3962 TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY
No surgeries currently being held. Agreed not to re-start at present.
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MIN 3963 COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT
ClIr. Baynham reported the following —

o Residents could now access their Council Tax bill online. Members were asked to encourage sign
up to this service.

° County Council currently had a number of vacancies including in areas such as planning when
training costs would be covered (subject to remaining in post for two years after completion). A
percentage of the full time salary would be paid during the training period.

° Covid cases high in the Presteigne and Knighton area.

° Budget 2022/23 discussions had commenced.

MIN 3964 CO-OPTION
The Clerk reminded Members that the closing date was 31 October and the co-option was planned for the
November meeting.

MIN 3965 URGENT BUSINESS INFORMATION

(1) Vintage Car Rally: Clir. Preece reported that the Group had thanked the Town Council for the use of the
Meadow and the town of Presteigne for its welcome. Members considered that for future years it would be
useful to consider better arrangements for parking for the weekend for example by using the Shopper’s Car
Park or the Meadow.

(2) Attendance via Video Conferencing: Clir. Owens apologised the two disconnections during the evening.
(3) Boultibrooke Weir: Clir. Kirkby asked of a reply had yet been received from CPAT and the Clerk stated
that nothing had been received yet.

(4) Tree Weekend: To take place on 23" and 24" October.

(5) Large Oak, Secondary School Field: Clir. Baynham reported that the application to protect the tree via a
Tree Preservation Order had been accepted and was now going through the legal process.

(6) Process for reporting Abandoned Vehicles: Confirmed that there was an online form to report any such
vehicles.

(7) Presteigne Doctor’s Surgery: It was reported that residents were still having issues accessing face to
face appointments with Doctors.

The meeting closed at 10.03 pm.
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PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL
CLERK’S REPORT
NOVEMBER 2021

1. Active Travel — One Way Trial: The Area Traffic Officer is aware of the lighting issue with the
one no entry sign, which is due to difficulties connecting to an electrical supply. | believe Street
Lighting are still looking at this but, in the meantime, an assessment has been made and the
combination of the street lighting, the other (lit) no entry sign, as well as the recently installed road
markings, is sufficient at this time.

With regards to the extra signage at the bottom of Station Road, again an assessment has been
made and there is no additional signage recommended, with all required by Highway legislation
having been installed already.

Obviously the one-way system is a trial so we can review all these queries and feedback as part of
the analysis process at the end of the 18 months.

I'am unsure where google get their road information from but | believe all the highway layouts
which Powys County Council are responsible for (as Highways Authority) are recorded on a
national gazetteer.

2. Dark Skies and Street Lighting Information: | continue to receive letters of support for the dark
skies application, most recently from Herefordshire Wildlife Trust and Caring for God’s Acre.
Street lighting wise -

e PCC are expecting the first batch of lanterns to be delivered in November and to start
installing in Norton at the start of December.

e The Streetlighting department have got a huge amount of work on this winter, so they will
only have one electrician installing lanterns in Presteigne and he may not be on it full time,
so the work may roll over into the new financial year.

e Also to confirm that if the Pudsey Diamond fittings become faulty after the warranty period
then PCC expect the Town Council to help fund any replacements.

3. Welsh Water Compensation Claim: The claim has now been submitted and McCartneys expect
a decision from Welsh Water in around a month.

4. Lugg Bridge: The (very swift) reply from PCC was as follows —

‘Lugg Bridge is a structure that spans the border between Powys and Herefordshire. The bridge is
maintained as a joint structure by Powys as the designated Maintaining Authority.

The bridge was last formally inspected on 28/12/2020 which identified a number of low priority
remedial works including pointing and vegetation removal to various parts of the structure. These
identified works will be scheduled in due course but may be subject to delays due to other higher
priority works and available budget. No concern was raised at the time of the inspection about the
overall integrity of the bridge.

With regard to the weight capacity of the bridge, the structure was strengthened back in 1981
where a reinforced concrete saddle was constructed over the three arches. This substantially
increased the load carrying capacity to well in excess of even the current permitted maximum
allowable load of vehicles that can travel without authorisation, currently set at 44 tonnes, which is
your typical articulated HGV with a 3-axle tractor unit and a 3-axle trailer. Any loads in excess of
this are deemed to be Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AIL’s) and require authorisation from the
Highway Authority to travel the route. These are assessed on a case-by-case basis. As such no
weight restriction is considered necessary at this time.’

5. Street Cleaning: Latest report from PACDG on the street cleaning is —

‘Over the last month or so John has cleaned around the cenotaph twice, the length of Broad Street
twice including the Scallions, the car parks and around John Beddoes (which seems to be a
particular breeding ground for facemasks!). He's also been up to Norton and had a good go at the
drains and manhole covers on the main road up to the church. His big problem at present of
course is leaves - as fast as he can clear them up there are more. John focusses on whichever
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areas look most in need, and is very happy to respond to more requests from the councillors if they
see areas that need doing. He will be doing a regular Norton visit.’

6. Weir: A reply has now been received from CPAT as follows —

‘We don't have much information on that weir, but it is shown on the 1st edition OS map of 1889
and is in our Historic Environment Record -

- hitps://archwilio.org. uk/arch/query/page.php ?watpr=CPAT55432. Do you have any photographs
of it? If not, is it easily accessible so | could come and take some photos? It's impossible to assess
the significance without seeing it.

You asked if 'doing nothing' is a reasonable option. Sometimes, yes. If no-one will take
responsibility for undertaking repairs, or if it is not of great historic interest then we would
recommend ‘preservation by record'. Essentially this means making a record of the weir before it
deteriorates further, and would include photographs and a simple description.’

7. Lugg View Play Equipment: To note installation will now be early in 2022, subject to the weather.

8. Old Doctor’s Surgery: ClIr. Baynham has looked into this and our PCSO has also emailed PCC
asking that something be done on the grounds of health and safety.

9. Reply from Welsh Government re. multi location meetings: A reply has been received and Welsh
Government has confirmed that it will be funding a three year Digital Delivery Manager post,
hosted within One Voice Wales, one of whose roles will be to advise the Minister on supporting the
Sector to meet its statutory obligations under the new Act.

10. Reminder: The December meeting will invite the putting forward of projects for the 2022-23
budget. These are only provisional at this stage and there is no requirement for detailed figures
however an estimate of cost is really useful for me when preparing the draft budget. Don't let lack
of figures put you off submitting a project but a rough guide does help me if it is possible. If | can
help with any research etc before then please do let me know. Thank you!

11. Council Tax Base: Just to let you know that the figure for 2022-23 will be £1308.28 per £1
precepted, up from last year’s figure which was £1287.30. (In 2021-22 we have a precept of £54).
Full calculations of the options will be provided with your January papers.

12. January Meetings: Can we please consider the dates for the budget setting meeting and the
ordinary meeting. I'm thinking of 12" for budget setting and 19" for the main meeting?



