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Dear Sir/Madam
School Governor Interests
Standards Committee 5th December 2012
At a recent meeting of the Standards Community Sub-Committee, consideration was given to the issue of dispensations for Members who are School Governors.  An extract from the minutes of the meeting on 5th December is copied below:
The Members Code of Conduct provides that where a Town or Community councillor is a school governor appointed or nominated by the councillor’s authority the councillor will not be regarded as having a prejudicial interest in any council business where that business relates to the councillor’s role as a school governor save where the business relates to the determination of any approval, consent, licence, permission or registration (e.g. planning application).
The Code goes on to provide that where the Town or Community councillor is a school governor otherwise than by way of appointment or nomination by the councillor’s authority (e.g. is a parent governor) the councillor will not be regarded as having a prejudicial interest in any council business where that business relates to the councillor’s role as a school governor unless it relates particularly to the school of which the councillor is a governor or relates to the determination of any approval, consent, licence, permission or registration (e.g. planning application).
In other words the Code distinguishes between these two categories of school governors (depending upon their method of appointment) when it comes to business relating particularly to the school where the councillor is a governor.

Only if a councillor is appointed or nominated as a school governor by his/her authority can the councillor regard him/herself as not having a prejudicial interest (by virtue of his/her school governor role) in business relating particularly to the school where he/she is a governor (unless it relates to the determination of any approval, consent, licence, permission or registration). 

A councillor appointed otherwise (e.g. a parent governor) does not occupy the same position in respect of council business relating particularly to the school where he/she is a governor. In this case the councillor is unable under the Code to regard him/herself as not having a prejudicial interest in respect of his/her school governor role.

The Committee noted that the position was also subject to the blanket dispensation previously granted in relation to school modernisation and school transport.

The Committee considered that it would assist community council business and not damage public confidence to grant a blanket dispensation to put all Town and Community councillors who were school governors (irrespective of how they were appointed) on the same footing in respect of prejudicial interests relating to their role as school governors. Accordingly the Committee decided that Town and Community councillors who were school governors otherwise than by way of appointment or nomination by their council should be granted a blanket dispensation to participate, speak and vote in respect of Town or Community council business relating particularly to the schools where they are governors.

	RESOLVED
	REASON FOR DECISION

	i) That a blanket dispensation be granted to Town and Community councillors who are school governors appointed otherwise than by their Town or Community Council to participate, speak and vote in connection with council business relating particularly to the schools where they are governors (unless that business relates to the determination of any approval, consent, licence, permission or registration).

ii) That this blanket dispensation only relates to a prejudicial interest arising from the councillors role as a school governor and does not confer a dispensation in respect of any other type of prejudicial interest.

(iii) that this dispensation is subject to the existing blanket dispensation granted by the Committee in respect of school modernisation and school transport 


	i) To place all councillors who are school governors on an equal footing with regard to prejudicial interests so as to facilitate the democratic process and assist council business; the Committee being of the view that to do so will not damage public confidence in the conduct of the council’s business.

ii), iii) and iv) To define the dispensation and its duration.


	iv) that this dispensation shall continue in force until the next ordinary council elections in 2017 unless before those elections the Standards Committee revokes, amends or alters this dispensation


	


If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.
This blanket dispensation will remain effective until the date of the next County Council Elections in 2017.
Yours sincerely

For Strategic Director – Law and Governance






