Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20TH FEBRUARY 2013
AT THE GREEN ROOM, ASSEMBLY ROOMS, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  
Present: Cllrs. B. Price (Mayor), Ms B. Baynham ( Deputy Mayor), G. Banks, Ms. N. Humphreys,      C. Kirkby, J. Matthews, H. Owens, P. Smith, J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Williams. 

Apologies:.P. Robinson, J. Wilding.

In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk; Presteigne Housing Project Members Barbara Parkinson  
and Paul Taylor; Henk Kuipers, Rural Housing Enabler.
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.
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Prior to the commencement of the formal meeting Members welcomed Henk Kuipers, Rural Housing Enabler and two members of the Presteigne Housing Project, Barbara Parkinson and Paul Taylor. Henk outlined his work in facilitating affordable housing in the area and reminded Members of the findings of the housing survey carried out by the Council and the previous Rural Housing Enabler, Susie Abson. In addition he stated that the County Council housing waiting list currently had 43 on the list for Presteigne and 4 for Norton. He also outlined the process for review of the LDP candidate sites.
Barbara Parkinson of the Presteigne Housing Project then gave a short talk on the development of the group so far, potential funding streams, the formation of the formal Community Land Trust and the way forward. Barbara and Paul then both answered Members' questions. Cllr. Tennant-Eyles agreed to become the Town Council's representative on the Project.  It was also agreed to provide a letter of general support, to endorse the groups application to the CLT Technical Assistance Fund and to assist where possible to identify possible development land.
MIN 2633
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting on 16th January were approved with two amendments, Minute 2627 (2) the votes on the Lloyds ATM planning application should read 'seven votes for and one against', and Minute 2628 (1) should read 'ownership of the football pitch, car park, scout hut and toilet block areas'.
The Mayor then duly signed the Minutes.
MIN 2634
CLERK’S REPORT/UPDATE
(1)  Presteigne By-Pass - Following a successful site meeting the County Council were intending to install the flashing speed signs at periodic intervals. Members noted that the 30mph roundels were illegal and not permitted and had been painted by the contractor in error. The County Council was approaching the Welsh Government to see if they could remain.
(2)  Grants, Skateboard Park - Two possible funding streams had been identified to assist with the purchase and installation of a pyramid at the site.

MIN 2635
FINANCE

(1)  Donations: 
The request for a donation from the Urdd Eisteddfod was refused.
The request for a donation from the new Crafty/Flea Market was considered and following some discussion a proposal to give £30 was made by Cllr. Ms. Humphreys and seconded by Cllr. Kirkby. Cllr. Tennant-Eyles proposed an amendment that nothing was given and this was seconded by Cllr. Ms. Baynham. A vote was then taken on the amendment and the motion was carried with six votes in support.

(2)  Payments:  




T. A. Price (Salary final quarter)


£1941.78




HM Revenue and Customs (tax/Ni on above)  
£669.28




Welsh Water (toilets)




£26.20




Clun Solutions





£124.00




G.H. Vaughan Structures (cherry picker)

£528.00




Presteigne Chamber of Trade


£60.00




T.A. Price (travel)




£45.00




N. Close





£27.00 MEADOW ACCOUNT



Caron Promotions




£612.00




Plant Wild





£77.55

(3)  Bank Transfer:  The transfer of £134.59 and £9.00 from the Allotment Account to the Treasurer Account to cover the Clerk's additional hours and travel payments was approved. This transfer would take place as soon as funds permitted.
(4)  Project Reserves: 
It was agreed that the remaining balance in the Hall Project be transferred into general reserves and that £500 be transferred from general reserves into the toilet project reserve.

MIN 2636
PLANNING 

(1) Planning Applications: 

TREE 2013/0004 Works to ash tree, clearing lower branches from phone wires, cutting of shoots and reduction of lower limb over garage by 3m at St. Andrews Church, Church Street, Presteigne. No objections raised.

P2013/0128, full, erection of a tractor and implement shed with associated hardstanding at 30 Offas Green ,Norton. No objections raised providing the neighbours have been informed.

P2013/0054, full, erection of extension to an existing light industrial unit (extension to be used for storage) at Seconds and Co Ltd, Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne. No objections raised.
(2)  Lloyds Bank ATM Planning Applications P2012 1221/1264: Cllr. Price had attended the Committee meeting and spoken on behalf of the Town Council. Conditional Permission had been given but could not be issued until CADW had responded to the County Council.
(3) Local Development Plan Newsletter: The newsletter was noted. The Council would be consulted on the candidate sites before mid May 2013. The timetable for completion of the plan was currently under revision by the County Council.
(4)  Letter from Resident, Offas Green: Members has all received a copy of the emailed letter. The Clerk was asked to reply apologising if the resident was aggrieved but confirming that the Council had not changed its view that the site should be retained for recreational use.

MIN 2637
HIGHWAYS, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT
(1)  Cwm Harry Land Trust/Zero Waste - Cllr. Kirkby provided Members with an update on the winding up of the project and on the arrangements for the transfer to the County Council. He also explained the issues surrounding the take over of the recycling site adjacent to the bypass. It was agreed that with the reduced income the site was now receiving (£1500 p.a.)it was not practical for the Town Council to take over the site but that it should be run by the County Council. Members asked that their thanks to Cllrs. Kirkby and Tennant-Eyles be recorded.
(2)  Tennis Courts, Went's Meadow - The Clerk reported that the County Council Officers were still awaiting the release of the money and that estimates for the work would only be obtained once this go ahead had been given.
(3)  Cycle Route Norton to Presteigne (part) - The County Council had now sent a letter to the landowner regarding purchase of the land.

(4)  Presteigne Primary School - Cllr. Price reported on the recent meeting.
(5)  Sewer Problems, Norton - The reply from the County Council was noted. No further action.

(6)  PNAA Request for Petrol Strimmer - Members considered the Allotment finances and also the Health and Safety implications of providing the Association with a petrol strimmer at a cost of £190. It was agreed that no funds be provided but that as previously discussed with the PNAA the Council was still willing to arrange for the weed-killing of the paths which could be done at relatively low expense.
(7)  Fold Farm Path - Cllr. Kirkby reported that matters now seemed to be resolved. Mrs Meadows had agreed to amend the sign by removing the last line 'No Public Right of Way' and amend the third line to ' Vehicular Access for Residents Only'. Mrs Meadows had confirmed to the Clerk that she was happy for people to walk the path and had now rung to state that the sign had now been amended.

(8)  Other Highway Items - Members reported the following items -
Overhanging trees in dog kennel lane

The bad condition of the path at Clatterbrook 

Overgrown tree at Caenbrook Meadow(previously reported but no response)
Litter in Hereford Street

The Scallions needing cleaning

Name Sign at the Scallions still missing

Graffiti on a wall adjacent to the by-pass
The Clerk agreed to report these items.
MIN 2638
 NORTON

Cllr. Price reminded Members that the Village Sign still needed repair. The Clerk agreed to check the Minutes to see where the matter had been left and report back to the March Meeting.
MIN 2639
WENT'S MEADOW AND EDDIE'S MEADOW
(1)  Use of Meadow for Private Party - Members discussed the emailed request to use the Meadow for a private party. The need for a schedule detailing terms of use was agreed and the Clerk was asked to compile a schedule and to reply to the request agreeing to the use subject to the terms as discussed at the meeting.
(2)  Orchard Pruning - This was planned for 2nd March.

(3)  Meadow Tidy Up - To take place in March/April
(4)  Eddie's Meadow - Cllr. Kirkby provided a progress report on the work at the new Meadow.
MIN 2640
YOUTH MATTERS

Cllr. Tennant-Eyles reported on the work of the Youth Project, including the recent paintballing trip. He was also pleased to report that the long awaited meeting with Myfanwy Alexander had now taken place and been very successful.
MIN 2641
CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

(1)  Welsh Government - Money for Websites - Noted. The Town Website was already in the process of being updated and so could not apply for this money.
(2)  One Voice Wales Area Meeting - Cllr. MS. Baynham reported on the recent meeting.

(3)  Pavo Community Engagement Meetings - Noted

(4)  PCC Reply re. Cuts in Community Grant Funding - The Clerk had written asking that the reductions be phased in over a three year period. The County Council reply was noted

(5)  Dyfed Powys Police Crime Plan Consultation - Cllr. Price agreed to complete the consultation.

 (6)  Royal Mail Sorting Office Closure - Cllr. Price reported on the recent meeting, organised by Knighton Town Council, to meet representatives of the Post Office, along with Roger Williams MP and Kirsty Williams AM. Members agreed that the Clerk write to the Royal Mail expressing the concerns as outlined in the copy letter received from Knighton Town Council.
MIN 2642
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES

The February Surgery had had six visitors.
Cllrs. Price and Owens to attend the March Surgery.

MIN 2643
INFORMATION ITEMS

Noted
MIN 2644
CO-OPTION
Members had all received details of the candidates via email and a vote was taken. The successful candidate was Fiona Preece.
MIN 2645
URGENT ITEMS

PACT Meeting Monday 25th February 6.30 pm
John Beddoes School - It was reported that parents had concerns that the offer of free transport to neighbouring schools promised by Cllr. Alexander had now been withdrawn. The Clerk agreed to contact Ms. Alexander to check on this.

Fashion Show - The Mayor confirmed that he was in the process of organising a Fashion Show as his fund raising event.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.40 pm.
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