Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17TH JULY 2013
AT THE SHIREHALL, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  
Present: Cllrs. Ms B. Baynham (Mayor), C. Kirkby MBE ( Deputy Mayor), J. Matthews, H. Owens, Ms. F. Preece, B. Price, P. Robinson, P. Smith, J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Wilding. 

Apologies: Cllrs. G. Banks, Ms. N. Humphreys, J. Williams

Members noted that Cllr. Williams had requested a temporary leave of absence for three months 
and agreed to formally authorise this absence.


In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk; Members of the Public.
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this annual meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.
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Cllr. Ms Baynham Governor John Beddoes School

John Beddoes School Closure,









(BLANKET DISPENSATION)

Cllr. B. Price
School Governor (TC appointed) - Presteigne Primary School
Personal and Prejudicial 
Cllr. P. Smith

Tendering for work on Memorial
Request for Donation Welsh Memorial in 










Flanders
MIN 2707
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting on 19th June were approved with the following corrections -

Min 2695(2), payments, Artisan Print £70.25, P. Spawton, £20.48, Information Commissioner £35.00, C. Ransford & Son £284.64
Min 2702, addition of bullet point, 1/3 Castle Road, Access Issues
The Minutes of the meeting of 4th July were approved with no corrections

The Mayor then duly signed the Minutes.
MIN 2708
CLERK’S REPORT/UPDATE

(1) LDP Candidate Sites - Cllr. Ms. Baynham thanked Cllr. Tennant-Eyles formally for all his hard work on this matter. The form had now been submitted to the County Council.
(2) Consultation Private Water Supply Pipes - Cllr. Kirkby confirmed that a response had been sent as discussed at the June meeting.
(3) Welsh Government Public Services Commission: Call for Evidence - Cllr. Kirkby had read this document and reported that he felt no response was necessary.
(4)  Town Emblem - Members discussed the possibilities for creating a town emblem. It was agreed that Members would give the matter consideration over the summer break and make further enquiries. The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr. Banks to see if he was aware of the existence of any historical emblem/insignia.

(5)  Clerk's Report - The items in the Clerk's report were noted. 


PDF Documents - Cllr. Tennant-Eyles suggested that primo pdf would be a suitable 
programme to use for creating pdf documents. It was agreed that the Clerk try this before 
purchasing any pdf software.
MIN 2709
FINANCE

(1)  Donations: 

Cllr. Smith left the room for the duration of the discussion on the this item.

Members considered the request for a donation from the Welsh Memorial In Flanders Campaign and agreed to contribute £25.
Welsh Memorial In Flanders Campaign
£25

The letters of thanks from Presteigne Festival, Presteigne Primary School and The Samaritans were noted.
 (2)  Payments:  

The following payments were approved - 




T.A. Price 





£643.60



HMRC (tax and Ni due on above)


£215.43




N. Close





£42.00

N. Close





£74.00 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Clearview Cleaning Services Ltd


£393.79


Viking Direct (stamps, ink, toilet rolls)

£136.95


Artisan Print (notices Council Surgeries)

£5.47


One Voice Wales (Council Standing Orders Reference Book) £25.00


Presteigne Building Supplies (Meadows)

£54.99 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Artisan Print (notice Eddie's Meadow opening)
£6.14 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Post Dated Cheques for August Payment




T.A. Price 





£643.60



HMRC (tax and Ni due on above)


£215.43
MIN 2710
PLANNING 

(1)  Planning Applications 

P2013 0624 and 0621 Display of 1 non illuminated hanging sign and 4 other non illuminated 
signs at Lloyds Bank PLC, 52 Hereford Street, Presteigne. No objections raised.

P2013 0655 Demolition of existing agricultural building at Plot adjacent the Barn, 
Presteigne By Pass, Presteigne. No objections raised.

P2013 0654 variation of condition 2 of permission PR65800 (RAD/2007/0183) to extend the 
time limit for commencement of works at Plot adjacent the Barn, Presteigne By Pass, 
Presteigne No objections raised in principle but as no time limit was included the Clerk was 
asked to state that this should be five years as is usual in such applications.
 


P2013 0671 full, erection of two poultry buildings, to include a control room, feed bins, new 
access and hard standing at Upper Heath Farm, Presteigne. No objections raised but the 
Clerk was asked to request that the County Council ensures that nearby properties in the 
Lower Broadheath area (in which direction the prevailing wind blows) are notified of the 
proposed development because of possible noise/smell issues.

(2)  TAN 23 Consultation Request - Cllr. Smith confirmed that he would reply to this consultation before the closing date of 5th September.
MIN 2697
HIGHWAYS, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT
(1)  Tennis Courts - A further meeting with the County Council was arranged for 8th August. All Members welcome to attend.
(2)  Cycle Route, Norton/Presteigne - Nothing to report.

(3)  The Scallions, Replacement Sign/Road Markings - The County Council had agreed to repaint the white markings and also to tidy the area. Cllr. Kirkby had met with the County Council and had agreed to look at the catalogue supplied for a replacement sign.

(4)  Ross's Patch Site Meeting - Cllr. Kirkby had met with Nigel Hicks from the County Council to discuss this and it had been agreed that the area would be mowed immediately and the hedge will be trimmed back in the Autumn.

At the meeting other matters raised had been the cleaning of High Street, the tidying of the recycling area and the grass cutting at the cemetery. Cllr. Kirkby reminded Members of the money left for use at the cemetery by a resident and it was agreed that he raise this matter again with the County Council as it appeared that no extra work was being carried out with this additional contribution.

(5)  Condition of Herefordshire Border Roads -.The reply from Herefordshire Council was noted.
(6)  Regeneration Project - Cllrs. Smith and Wilding hoped to have a report for the September meeting.

(7) John Beddoes School - Members noted that the letter as discussed at the June meeting had been sent to the County Council. The draft letter and accompanying proposal for consideration of the though school option had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr. Kirkby also informed Members that the Chair of Governors of Presteigne Primary School had received a copy of the documents and read his reply to the meeting.

Cllr. Robinson suggested a few changes to the document and letter and subject to these changes it was agreed that the Clerk submit the documents to the County Council.
(8) Recycling of Electrical Items - Cllr. Kirkby reported that following the receipt of an email from a resident he had investigated the possibility of Presteigne receiving a unit to enable the recycling of small electrical items. The County Council had responded indicating that this was unlikely in the near future.

(9)  By Pass Surface - The reply from the County Council regarding the road surface was noted. The Clerk confirmed that the local works officer would be visiting the resident concerned to discuss the problem and to explain the reasons for the surface used.

(10)  Allotments - Members had all received Minutes from the recent meeting of the PNAA. It was noted that the report on the issue of plot condition before plot swapping was not correct and it was agreed that this would be discussed further at the Autumn meeting with the PNAA.

Recent damage to the main gate at the site had been partially repaired by one of the plot holders and Nick Close had been asked to complete the repair. It had initially been thought that it would be necessary to install a new gate but this was now expected to not be necessary.

The paths between the plots would be weeded by hand by the Probation Service.
It was confirmed that the keeping of bees on the Allotments was not permitted.

(11)  Defibrillators - The Clerk reported that she had identified a grant fund that would possibly fund the two units for Presteigne and Norton. Possible locations were discussed and it was agreed that adjacent to the Assembly Rooms in Presteigne and in the Church porch at Norton to be the provisional locations. The Clerk was asked to complete the grant application on this basis.
(12)  Obstruction of High Street - A letter had been received from a resident concerned at the number of items/boards obstructing the High Street. The items on one particular day were listed by the resident and were quite large in number. It was agreed that the Clerk write a letter to all the High Street businesses stressing that whilst the Council appreciated the need to maximise trade, particularly during these difficult time, it would be helpful if businesses could give consideration to access by mobility scooters, pushchairs, the partially sighted etc. The Clerk was also asked to reply to the resident indicating the action the Council would be taking.

(13) Former Play Area, Memorial Hall -  Members heard that the County Council was now stating that it did not own the site and was refusing to tidy the area. It also could not proceed with the land transfer to the Town Council or Memorial Hall. Cllr. Banks was also looking into the ownership issue and the Memorial Hall Committee had written to the County Council requesting ownership be transferred to the Hall. Members agreed that they were quite happy for ownership to be taken on by the Hall rather than the Town Council. The Clerk was asked to complete a land registry search on the site to see if clarification of present ownership was possible.
(14)  Highway Repair Items - Items raised were

Leaking of Raw Sewerage - Cllr. Ms. Baynham reported that she had noticed raw sewerage leaking into the brook behind Caenbrook Meadow. The Clerk was asked to report this to the Environment Agency.
Industrial Estate - Members noted that a hedge had been removed and that development was very close to the brook. The Clerk was asked to report this to County Council Planning and the Environment Agency so that these bodies could check that all was in order.

MIN 2711
 NORTON

(1)  Separation of Presteigne and Norton Communities - Members debated the advantages and disadvantages to both Presteigne and Norton of a possible separation. The need to ascertain the views of the whole community was agreed to be an essential part of the process but it was agreed that before any further action was taken that the Clerk should arrange a meeting with Sandra Matthews at the County Council to discuss the full processes involved in examining this issue.
MIN 2712
WENT'S MEADOW AND EDDIE'S MEADOW
(1)  Play Area Inspection - Not yet received.
(2)  Forthcoming Duck Race - Noted.

(3)  Problems on the Warden - Members noted the recent concerns raised by the Warden Guardian Foundation which had been raised with the County Council and the local police,

(4)  Eddie's Meadow - Official opening to take place on 21st July at 5pm. Cllr. Kirkby confirmed that both grant applications were now complete.
(5)  Football Pitch Area - It was confirmed that the posts promised were now in place.

(6)  Former Reservoir Land - Cllrs. Wilding and Kirkby were authorised to respond to the queries raised by Dilwyns Solicitors.
(7) Increased use of Beach Area - The Clerk was asked to check that the regular inspections included the beach area next to the allotments as due to the fine weather there was considerably increased usage and so more rubbish left behind.
(8)  Sheep Music - To take place on 19th-21st July.

MIN 2713
YOUTH MATTERS

Cllr. Tennant-Eyles provided Members with a report on the latest news from the Youth Project. He confirmed that maintenance works would be carried out over the summer break, that the Service Level Agreement with the County Council was now operating, that the welcome arrangements for year 6 primary school pupils had been very successful and reminded Members that in the Autumn the Tuesday session would be changed to a Monday. Overall he was able to confirm a very positive and successful end to the year.
MIN 2714
CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

(1)  Town Fireworks Display - Cllr Kirkby confirmed that the Twinning Association unfortunately were unable to organise the event this year. It was agreed that Cllr. Ms Baynham would include an appeal for organisations willing to organise the event to come forward and remind them that the Town Council did supply a grant towards the cost of the event.
(2)  Local Government Wales Measure 2011 Guidance - Cllr. Wilding had nothing to report on this.

(3)  Powys War Memorials Project Detail - Noted.
(4)  One Voice Wales Area Committee Meeting 26th July - No one was able to attend.
(5)  Rural Housing Enabler Contact Details- Noted.
(6)  Ombudsman's Annual Report 2012/13 - Noted
(7)  Complaints - The two replies were noted.
(8)  Welsh Language Communities Alliance (Invitation to Join) - It was agreed not to join the Alliance.
(9)  Resident's letter re memorial bench - Members were happy to agree in principle to the request to site a bench on Went's Meadow. It was agreed to arrange a site meeting to discuss this in more detail.
(10)  Website Grant - The Clerk reported that a grant of £500 was available towards the cost of updating the website. It was agreed that she apply for the funding which would be paid with the second instalment of the precept.
MIN 2715
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES
Cllr. Ms. Baynham reported that a number of visitors had been received in July. Issues raised were 
· Bollard damaged outside of 14/15 Hereford Street, needs repair. The Clerk to report this to the County Council
· Boultibrooke Bend – comment that trees need cutting back, very dark on bend - No action.
· General Compliment on the Town Council.

· Footpath at Kayes, - Request for reinstatement back through the middle of the site when the development is done.

· Allotments - The exit onto main road was reported as dangerous and a mirror on the opposite side of the road suggested. Members noted that the visibility splay had now been cut back. The possibility of a mirror would be discussed further at the meeting with the PNAA in the Autumn.
· Skill Share Day – Request to use the old playground land for outdoor planting and making some raised flower beds. Resident referred to County Council.
· Grass cutting on verges, cuttings not picked up just blown off the path, left looking a mess. Complainant had been advised that this was the County Council but that it was understood that the contractors were not allowed to pick up the cuttings.
There would be no surgery in August.

Cllrs. Ms. Baynham agreed to contact Members nearer to the time regarding attendance at the September Surgery.
MIN 2716
INFORMATION ITEMS

Noted

MIN 2717
URGENT ITEMS

Cllr. Kirkby reported that both Doctors were leaving at the end of September.
There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 10.00 pm.
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