Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19TH JUNE 2013
AT THE SHIREHALL, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  
Present: Cllrs. Ms B. Baynham (Mayor), C. Kirkby MBE ( Deputy Mayor), G. Banks,                        Ms. N. Humphreys, J. Matthews, H. Owens, Ms. F. Preece, B. Price, P. Robinson, P. Smith,              J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Wilding, J. Williams. 

Apologies: None

In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk; Ms J Pryce, Head teacher, Newtown High School and her 
management team; Members of the Public.
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this annual meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.

Personal


Cllr. G. Banks
Governor 
John Beddoes School(BLANKET DISPENSATION)









JBS  Schooling Matters




Governor, Presteigne Primary School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)










Primary School Matters




Trustee Shirehall Museum Trust


Grant Payment




County Council Cabinet Member

           County Council Issues 





(including Local Development Plan, Regeneration )
Cllr. Ms Baynham Governor John Beddoes School

John Beddoes School Closure,









(BLANKET DISPENSATION)

Personal and Prejudicial 
Cllr. Ms Baynham
Related to owner of candidate site 
LDP Candidate Site Responses

Cllr. J. Williams
Related to owner of candidate site 
LDP Candidate Site Responses

Cllr. J. Wilding

owner of candidate site

LDP Candidate Site Responses

Cllr. Ms. Baynham welcomed the large number of public to the meeting together with the Management Team from Newtown High School.
Prior to the start of the meeting Members received Ms Judith Pryce, Head teacher of Newtown High School and presently Acting Head of John Beddoes, together with her Management Team, Mr S. Waldron, Mr. D. Owen and Mr P. Jennings. Ms. Pryce briefly explained the present situation at the School and answered Members' questions. She stated that the important issues were to improve standards and look after the children. The statutory notices of formal closure of the School were due to be posted by the County Council the following week.. Cllr. Ms. Baynham thanked Ms Pryce and her team for attending and for their work at the School so far.
Before commencing the formal meeting Cllr. Ms. Baynham announced that Cllr. Kirkby had been awarded an MBE in the Queen's birthday honours. Members all congratulated Cllr. Kirkby on his achievement.

MIN 2692
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE MAYOR
Cllr. Ms Baynham duly completed her formal acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk.

MIN 2693
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting on 15th May were approved with the one correction, Minute 2682 (4) Cycle Route should read 'Cllrs. Baynham and Tennant-Eyles not Cllrs. Baynham and Wilding. The Mayor then duly signed the Minutes.
The Minutes of the Meeting on 28th May were approved with no amendments. The Mayor then duly signed the Minutes.
MIN 2694
CLERK’S REPORT/UPDATE
(1)  Town Website - Cllr. Tennant-Eyles informed Members that due to the need for the website to be available during the Candidate Sites consultation the upgraded site had not yet been launched. This was now expected to happen on 1st July.
(2)  Post Office Sorting Office, Knighton - This has now closed.
(3)  Skip, Presteigne Cemetery - This had been replaced.

(4)  John Beddoes School - Cllr. Ms. Baynham reported that at the Cabinet Meeting the County Council had voted to close John Beddoes School and re-open it as a campus of Newtown High School. A request had been received from Beguildy Community Council for a letter of appeal against the closure to be sent to the County Council and to Leighton Andrews AM and to ask that option 3 as presented by the Friends of John Beddoes School be further considered. Cllr. Tennant-Eyles had attended the Cabinet meeting and reported his disappointment that the support of the Town Council for option 3 had not been mentioned either verbally or in the meeting papers. He added that the support of Knighton Town Council for option 2 had not been mentioned either.
Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Kirkby and seconded by Cllr. Tennant-Eyles that the Council submit the letter as suggested by Beguildy Community Council (with one slight amendment) to the County Council and Leighton Andrews.

It was also agreed that Cllrs. Kirkby and Wilding would draft a further letter to the County Council and Leighton Andrews requesting a full investigation into the option of providing a through School. This letter to be brought back to the July meeting of the Council for agreement.
(5)  Clerk's Report - The items in the Clerk's report were noted.
(6)  Data Protection Policy - This was agreed as circulated.

MIN 2695
FINANCE

(1)  Donations: 
The following donations were approved -




Presteigne Festival




£1000 (precepted)




The Samaritans




£100 (precepted)




Presteigne Primary School (for crossing patrol) 
£403.75



Fire Fighters Charity 
(donation bunting
)£100 (precepted)
The card of thanks from Presteigne Little People's Playgroup was noted.
(2)  Payments:  

The following payments were approved - 




T.A. Price 





£643.80



HMRC (tax and Ni due on above)


£215.23



B. Baynham (1st Instalment of Mayor's Allowance
£500.00



SLCC Enterprises Ltd (course fee Clerk)

£90.00


Clearview Cleaning Services Ltd


£393.67


T.A. Price (travel expenses Allotments)

£9.00


N. Close (Eddies Meadow work)


£418.24


Welsh Water





£14.96 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Dilwyns Solicitors (re Reservoir transfer)

£310.00 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Nick Close





£21.00
MEADOW ACCOUNT


Purrfect Cat Hire (Eddie's Meadow)


£715.00


Artisan Print (leaflets LDP)



£65.43


Presteigne Building Supplies (Eddie's Meadow)
£383.95


C. Ransford & Son (Eddie's Meadow)

£284.64


Artisan Print (Norton Sign)



£70.25


P. Spawton (Norton Sign)



£20.48


Information Commissioner



£35.00

(3)  Bank Balances: 

The following bank balances were noted -


Treasurer  £17,612.20

Money Manager  £15,354.42



Meadow    £3918.30


Allotments
      £520.05

(4)  External Audit Fee Review Letter: Noted.
(5)  Bank Transfer: 
The transfer of £9.00 (to cover the Clerk's travel expenses) from the Allotment Account to the Treasurer Account was agreed 

(6)  External Audit: Members were informed of the external audit report which raised no issues with the accounts for 2012/13. Members approved the 2012/13 final return and authorised the signing of section 3 of that document.
(7)
Receipts:


The following receipt was noted - 
Warden Appeal Fund

£1867.13
MIN 2696
PLANNING 

(1)  Planning Applications 
P2013 0575 LBC, replace rooflights with conservation type and overhaul roof by re-laying existing roof stone tiles and new tiles to match where damaged at The Old Mill, Mill Lane, Presteigne. No objections raised.
P2013 0581 Variation of Condition 2 of approval p2012/1441 to amend plans to allow introduction of bay windows to north/west of elevation at Units 7/8 Church View, Church Close, Presteigne. No objections raised.
(2)  Local Development Plan Candidate Sites - -
Cllrs. Banks and Wilding left the room for the duration of this item. 

There was no discussion of specific sites but Members received a verbal report from Cllr. Tennant-Eyles, as the Member that lead the original housing survey in 2011 and the recent leaflet survey, on the recent consultation with residents and concerns that had been raised. In summary the points were as follows -
· The Local Development Plan that will be produced by Powys County Council and will provide the framework for planning policy from the end of 2015 to 2026. 
· The Town Council organised a full housing survey in 2011 at the start of the Plan process, with a consultation document sent to every household in Presteigne and Norton

· One or two residents say they did not receive this first survey. Every address on the electoral roll in Presteigne and Norton had an individually addressed envelope either hand delivered or posted to it. Included in that survey was an invitation for anyone in the community to submit candidate sites. 
· The County Council defines candidate sites as “potential development sites, they are not planning applications but suggestions for sites for possible future development. 
· The County Council recently submitted a refined site list to the Town Council with a request that it outlines any known issues that it believes may hinder development of the sites, together with any other comments it may wish to make.
· The wording of the PCC request was felt to be misleading and the coloured grading concept confusing and easily misunderstood.

· One or two comments had been made that the Town Council did not give sufficient attention to its response to this request. The Council set up a working party to discuss the issues in detail and to make recommendations to the whole Council. These recommendations were then discussed at length at a full Council meeting and amended before submission. 
· Following that submission it was brought to the attention of the Council that many residents in the community of Norton were not satisfied with our response. Therefore a letter was hand delivered to all residents in both Norton and Presteigne outlining the process so far and asking for comments to be submitted.
· Mr. Peter Morris at the County Council has confirmed that this part of the LDP consultation process is an information gathering exercise intended to gain technical information about the sites that have been submitted as candidate sites. This is to enable the County Council to decide whether any of the sites should be eliminated or down graded for technical reasons. Mr. Morris confirmed that the Town Council is not being asked to state whether a site should be developed or not. 

Summary of comments
· 7 comments have been received in respect of Presteigne 
· 179 comments have been received in respect of Norton and of these
· 26   comments are in support of development on site 84

· 127 comments are opposing development at site 84, including 125 in the form of a petition
· 11   comments are in support of site 688

· 9    comments are against site 688

· 6   comments are against development altogether and are not site specific

· These figures are not final but indicative figures given the short time since the survey was completed.
· Very few of the comments address the issues the Town Council is  being asked consider  

Unless the comments respond to the issues under consideration, i.e. technical issues, they are not relevant to this stage of the LDP process and should not taken into account or submitted as part of the formal response. This has been confirmed by Mr. Morris at the County Council.
· These non technical comments would be relevant once the sites have been cleared or not as technically suitable for development. Most of the comments received may be submitted at that stage directly to the County Council. Due to the strength of feeling in the community Mr. Morris has agreed that the Town Council may forward to him all the comments received even if these are non technical comments. 

· A number of technical issues have been raised in the comments received 
· Site 54 was not considered in the Council's responses because it has been removed from the list of candidate sites by the County Council
Cllr. Tennant-Eyles thanked all those residents that had taken the time to respond.

Members then agreed that 
· all the comments received be copied and submitted to the County Council

· that the existing site colour designations remain the same except for the changing of 175 to green and 174 to orange (due to possible access issues on 174)

· that Cllr. Tennant-Eyles, Cllr. Ms Baynham and the Clerk collate the technical issues raised in the public comments and add them to the submission for the County Council

· the community desire in Norton for a village hall/community meeting place be noted 

· all Members to be circulated with the final documents prior to submission
Members thanked Cllr. Tennant-Eyles for all his hard work on this issue. The final version of the Candidate Sites Response Table will be available on the town website.
(3)  TAN 23 Consultation Request - Cllr. Smith agreed to take this and to report if any comments should be made.

MIN 2697
HIGHWAYS, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT
(1)  Tennis Courts, Recreation Area, Went's Meadow - The Clerk reported that as far as she was aware no progress had been made on this matter. It was agreed that both Cllr. Banks and the Clerk contact the Portfolio Holder for this area to try to move things forward.
(2)  Cycle Route, Norton/Presteigne - Nothing to report.
(3)  Powys County Council Local Flood Risk Management Strategy Consultation - Cllr. Ms Baynham agreed to review this and if necessary to liaise with Cllr. Tennant-Eyles to produce a response.
(4)  Site Meeting with Bryan Davies, PCC -Cllrs. Wilding and Ms Baynham together with the Clerk had met with Bryan Davies and Nigel Hicks to discuss various Presteigne issues. These were
Broad Street  Pavings. This was been stopped for financial reasons. However the street was looked at on the site meeting and there were a couple of places where the slabs were loose and these will be attended to. More work will be done as finance permits. It was apparent that a lot of the damage to the pavings is being caused by lorries etc mounting the kerb to park. The County Council Officers had a photo of one incident since the new slabs had been installed. As a result, in order to protect the new work it was suggested that the installation of 2 or 3 black bollards along the length of the new slabs would protect the new work. 

Pavement Work near Radnorshire Arms - Mr. Davies explained that this work had been done as a result of a capital bid and had been completed to higher specifications to try to ensure longevity with an increased depth of concrete base and thicker slabs. This was done as part of an aim to tie in the centre of town with similar pavings. More tarmac will be replaced in future years if funding is available.
Recycling Street Bins - The County Council is looking to introduce these on trial in a few select locations in Powys and have offered Presteigne the opportunity to be one of those towns. Locations suggested were outside Beddoes View and near to the cycle racks on High Street/St. David's Street. The Clerk agreed to report these to Mr. Davies.
General Litter Bins - These should now all have the stickers to indicate that dog waste is accepted.
Rusty, dangerous drains, Warden Close - These were checked and the County Council will be contacting Welsh Water to get them sorted urgently.

Collapsed Verge, Bottom of Meeting House Lane - The Officers will be looking at this

Rubbish Bags (not taking Cwm Harry bags) - Apparently residents were given one weeks grace before insistence was made on using the correct PCC bags.
 
(5)  Condition of Herefordshire Border Roads - The reply from Herefordshire Council was noted. Members reported that the road to Walton was still very bad and the Clerk was asked to report this again and also to write to Old Radnor Community Council to ask for their support. The Clerk was also asked to report the poor state of the road to the cemetery and again to write to Stapleton Parish Council and Cllr. Olwyn Barnett for assistance.
(6)  Regeneration Project - Members heard that former Council Members Mr. Kendall and Mrs Simpson were unable to continue with the Project. Cllrs. Wilding and Smith agreed to look into the possibilities of the Council taking the Project forward and the Clerk was asked to set up a meeting between the present County Council Portfolio Holder, Vanessa Garwood and Cllrs. Smith and Wilding to discuss possible action.
(7)  Grass Cutting, Presteigne - The Clerk reported that Bryan Davies at the County Council was arranging to meet with the contractor to discuss the work and agreed to contact him again to ask for the result of the discussion.
(8)  Ross's Patch -Cllr. Kirkby MBE reported that he was in the process of arranging a meeting with Bryan Davies and Ross's mother who had created the memorial to discuss maintenance.
(9)   Installation of Bollards, Broad Street/Hereford Street - Additional Bollards - Other locations for these were also discussed including near to Lloyds Bank. Members had all received copies of the plans and agreed with the proposed locations.

(10)  Highway Repair Items - Items raised were
· Station Road surface very poor and needing attention

· Station Road Trees, stems at the bases in need of trimming 

· The Colony, Stonewall Hill, potholes needing repair

The Clerk agreed to report the above items.


Hereford Street Car Parking Cllr. Ms. Preece raised the possibility of residents having permits to use the car park and reduce on street parking. This had been raised with the County Council before and been refused.


The Scallions, Some concern was raised that the markings on the surface at the Scallions was faded and in need of repainting. Cllr. Ms. Baynham agreed to check and to let the Clerk know if action was needed.
MIN 2698
 NORTON

(1)  Best Kept Village Sign -. Cllr. Price confirmed that the sign had been restored and would be replaced on site very soon. Invoices had been received for payment and were included under payments above.
MIN 2699
WENT'S MEADOW AND EDDIE'S MEADOW
(1)  Sheep Music - The Usage Agreement had been completed for this year's event.
(2) Barbecue - Ms McDermott had agreed to restore the barbecue at the Barn.

(3)  Play Area Inspection and Request by ROSPA for Additional £35 - This inspection was still awaited. Cllr. Kirkby MBE outlined the problems experienced in meeting the inspector on site and the request for an additional fee to do this. As a result he would instead meet the County Council Officer to discuss the report once it was received.

(4)  Water Supply - Cllr Kirkby MBE reported that the pipe had recently been accidentally cut by the contractors carrying out the grass cutting and as a result it was considered best that the supply would remain turned off at the stop cock unless being used.

(5)  Eddie's Meadow Works - These were now almost complete and the official opening would be 21st July. The final surveys by the Radnorshire Wildlife Trust would be carried out over the coming week. Bat/owl and bird boxes would be installed shortly.
(6)  Former Reservoir Land - The draft contract had now been received and was with the Council's Solicitors.
MIN 2700
YOUTH MATTERS

Cllr. Tennant-Eyles reported on recent events at the Youth Centre, in particular the introduction of visits by the current class of Primary School leavers and a change in one of the regular nights from Tuesday to Monday from September.
Cllr. Williams reported that the Presteigne Young Farmers Club had recently come third overall in the County Rally. Members agreed that the Clerk write a letter of congratulations to the Club.
MIN 2701
CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

(1)  Town Fireworks Display - The Twinning Association were still considering whether or not they would be able to run the event this year and would submit a report to the July meeting for a decision.
(2)  Consultation Private Water Supply Pipes - Cllr. Kirkby MBE explained the main implications of this document and agreed to reply on behalf of the Council.
(3)  One Voice Wales AGM and Conference Details - Noted.
(4)  Powys County Council War Memorials Project Letter - It was agreed that the Clerk write a letter of support for the County Council grant application and also pass on the contact details of the Judges' Lodgings for information on the commemorative events being planned.
(5)  Welsh Affairs Committee Press Announcement (border road and rail links between England/Wales) - Noted
(6)  St. Michaels Hospice Wheelie Big Cycle 21st July Volunteer Request and Information - Cllr. Kirkby MBE took the documentation to pass on.
(7)  PAVO Stakeholder Feedback Request - Cllr. Ms. Baynham took this document to complete on behalf of the Council.
(8)  Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011 Consultation Document - The Clerk reported that the Measure was in operation and that this was guidance to support it's implementation. Cllr. Wilding took the document to review.
(9)   East Radnorshire Day Centre Notice of AGM  - Noted
(10)  East Radnor Leisure Centre Local Consultative C'ttee Meeting 13th June - No one had been able to attend.
(11)  South Wales Programme NHS Consultation - Cllr. Price reported on this consultation. Cllr. Ms. Baynham agreed to respond on behalf of the Council if necessary.
(12)  Welsh Government Public Services Commission: Call for Evidence - Cllr. Kirkby MBE agreed to take this document and respond on behalf of the Council.
MIN 2702
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES

Cllr. Ms. Baynham reported that a number of visitors had been received in June. Issues raised were - 
· the untidy state of the Play Area at the Memorial Hall - it was agreed that the Clerk ask for this to be tidied and also remind the County Council that the transfer of the land to the Town Council had been requested some time ago but that nothing had happened.. Members agreed that if the transfer was to proceed then the Clerk should ask for the area to be resurfaced and the wall removed before ownership was transferred.
· dog mess on the Underpass - the Clerk would report this
· weeds in drains/kerb Slough Road - the Clerk would report this
· grass cutting - two comments had been received which both opposed each other. No further action.
· increased traffic noise from the bypass since it had been resurfaced - the Clerk was asked to contact the County Council to ask if 'quiet' tarmac had been used.
· 14/15 Hereford Street traffic issues - The resident was concerned that cars were mounting the pavement behind the existing bollard to avoid oncoming traffic. It was agreed that the Clerk ask the County Council to investigate installing an additional bollard. 
· 1/3 Castle Road - Access issues.

Cllrs. Ms Preece and Ms. Baynham to attend the July Surgery.
MIN 2703
INFORMATION ITEMS

Noted
MIN 2704
COMPLAINTS RECEIVED ABOUT COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Ms Baynham reported that the Town Council had received three complaints following the last meeting. These had been circulated to all Members.
Two concerned one Councillor. - On receiving the letters Cllr. Ms Baynham and the Clerk had met and discussed the complaints with the Councillor. He was asked to consider if he would like to apologise and following consideration he replied that he did not wish to do so.
The Clerk and Cllr. Ms Baynham met with the two complainants and discussed the situation at length. A formal written reply will be given to them following this meeting.

Cllr. Ms. Baynham stated that there was no course of formal sanction, for example, suspension, removal from office etc the Town Council could take, even if it wished to do so. 

The complainants could take their complaints to the Ombudsman if they remained dissatisfied.

Cllr. Ms. Baynham reported that one other complaint regarding a different Councillor had been received, this Councillor has apologised for any offence caused and the matter was closed.

Cllr. Ms Baynham asked all Members to think carefully before speaking and to treat members of the public with courtesy and respect. She added that Members should be treated in the same way by members of the public. 
Members noted these comments and it was agreed that the Council and its Councillors will make every effort to avoid remarks that might be considered inflammatory. Councillors agreed to adhere to this concept. 

MIN 2705
URGENT ITEMS

Twinning Association Open Garden Event - 29th June 2-5pm The Manor House
Town Emblem - Cllr. Kirkby MBE put forward a design used by the Primary School as a possible emblem to be adopted for use by the Town Council. Following some discussion Cllr. Kirkby MBE was asked to investigate the possibility of adopting an emblem based on the design of the Mayor's insignia.

Separation of Presteigne and Norton Communities - Cllr. Smith asked that this be placed on the Agenda for the July meeting.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
NOTE: The full report of Cllr. Tennant-Eyles is available on request
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