Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 15TH MAY 2013
AT THE SHIREHALL, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  
Present: Cllrs. Ms B. Baynham (Mayor), C. Kirkby ( Deputy Mayor), G. Banks, Ms. N. Humphreys,     J. Matthews, H. Owens, Ms. F. Preece, B. Price, P. Robinson, P. Smith, J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Wilding, J. Williams. 

Apologies: None

In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk, Members of the Public
Declarations of Interest. (Annual Meeting) Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this annual meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.

Personal
None



Personal and Prejudicial 
None
Declarations of Interest (Ordinary Business Meeting)

Personal
Cllr. B. Price
School Governor (TC appointed) - Presteigne Primary School 



Cllr. G. Banks
Governor John Beddoes School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)











JBS  Schooling Matters




Governor, Presteigne Primary School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)










Primary School Matters




Trustee Shirehall Museum Trust


Grant Payment




County Council Cabinet Member

           County Council Issues 







(including Local Development Plan)



Cllr. Ms Baynham Governor John Beddoes School, related to land owner cycle path







John Beddoes School Consultation









Presteigne to Norton Cycle Route



Cllr. Owens
    Trustee, Shirehall Museum Trust (TC appointed) Grant Payment


Cllr. Kirkby
    President of Twinning Association

Annual Fireworks Display

Personal and Prejudicial 
None
Dispensations 
Members were reminded of the blanket dispensation on wind farm matters issued by the County Council Community Standards Sub-Committee.
For the first part of the meeting Members proceeded to the Courtroom.

Retiring Mayor and Councillor Brian Price spoke on his year as Mayor, thanking all Councillors and the Clerk for their help over the previous twelve months and summarising the highlights of his year in office.
MIN 2672 ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR 2013/14
Cllr. Price then invited nominations for Mayor.

Cllr. Ms Baynham was proposed by Cllr. Wilding, seconded by Cllr. Kirkby and duly elected. Cllr. Ms Baynham assumed the Chair and thanked Members for her election. 

MIN 2673
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 2013/14

Nominations were invited for the position of Deputy Mayor.

Cllr. Kirkby was proposed by Cllr. Ms. Humphreys and seconded by Cllr. Ms Preece.

Cllr. Banks proposed Cllr. Owens but Cllr. Owens declined. Cllr. Kirkby was duly elected.

Members then removed to the usual meeting room to continue business.

MIN 2674
PLANNING APPLICATION BOWDLER FARM, KNIGHTON
Due to the request received from the Stonewall Hill Conservation Group to speak in connection with this application it was agreed to take this item as the first item of business and suspend the Annual Meeting .

Dr. Hugh-Jones then spoke for the permitted three minutes about the application. During this speech and following an intervention by Cllr. Price, Dr. Hugh-Jones was reminded to restrict his comments to the application under consideration.
Cllr. Ms Baynham asked each Member in turn to give their comments in respect of the application. During this process Dr. Hugh-Jones asked for leave to speak through the Chair and Cllr. Ms Baynham permitted him to make a further comment. At this point he objected to comments made by Cllr. Smith and asked that they be retracted. Cllr. Smith refused to do so.
When each Member had spoken Cllr. Ms Baynham asked for proposals, Cllr. Smith proposed the Council support the application and this was seconded by Cllr. Ms Humphreys. Cllr. Robinson proposed that the application be rejected and this was seconded by Cllr. Matthews. A vote was taken and votes were 7 against the application and 6 in favour of the application. It was therefore resolved that the Town Council object to the application.

On conclusion of this item the business of the Annual Meeting was resumed.
MIN 2675
REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIP OF SUB-COMMITTEES/WORKING GROUPS

Went's Meadow Sub-Committee – Cllrs. Kirkby, Ms Humphreys, Owens and Wilding.
Allotments Working Group – Cllrs. Smith, Robinson, Ms  Baynham, Kirkby and Ms Humphreys. Liaison Officer Cllr. Ms Humphreys.
Local Development Plan Working Group – Cllrs. Price, Tennant-Eyles, Baynham and Robinson.
Memorial Hall Steering Group - Not currently required

MIN 2676
REVIEW OF APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Presteigne Primary School



Cllr. Price
East Radnorshire Day Care Centre


Cllr. Wilding
East Radnor Leisure Centre



Cllr. Ms Baynham

Presteigne Shirehall Museum Trust


Cllr. Owens

East Radnor and Borders Health Focus Group
Cllr. Price
One Voice Wales




Cllrs. Kirkby and Ms. Baynham

Presteigne Trust




Cllrs. Tennant-Eyles and Owens
MIN 2677
REVIEW AND CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Standing orders - Council Standing Orders were confirmed with one change to Order 3b to be changed to ' The Council’s Proper Officer shall do the following -

Sign and serve on councillors by delivery or post at their residences a summons confirming the time, date, venue and the agenda of a meeting of the Council and a meeting of a committee and sub-committee at least 3 clear days before the meeting.  Alternatively the summons may be served on Councillors electronically at least three clear days before a meeting providing that the Council has first passed a resolution that service of summons on Councillors will be affected in this manner. Each Councillor may opt to continue to receive his/her summons by post if required.'

Members formally approved the serving of the summons to meetings by email until further notice.

Members indicating that they wished to receive their summons via email were Cllrs. Tennant-Eyles, Wilding, Williams, Price, Ms Humphreys and Ms Preece.

The Clerk had also been asked to look into the inclusion of the ability to conduct secret ballots on certain Council issues. She reported that advice from One Voice Wales was that this was not good practice and that even if included would only be permissible in a very few circumstances. The use of a secret ballot could leave the Council open to legal challenge on any decision made in that way. She recommended that Standing Orders on this matter remained unchanged. Members agreed not to amend Standing Orders in this respect.
Financial Regulations – The financial regulations were approved unchanged.

The Annual Meeting was followed by the ordinary business meeting.

Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON 15th MAY 2013

AT THE SHIREHALL, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  Present: Cllrs. Ms B. Baynham (Mayor), C. Kirkby ( Deputy Mayor), G. Banks, Ms. N. Humphreys,      J. Matthews, H. Owens, Ms. F. Preece, B. Price, P. Robinson, P. Smith, J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Wilding, J. Williams. 
Apologies:  None
In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk, Members of the Public
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.

Personal
Cllr. B. Price
School Governor (TC appointed) - Presteigne Primary School 



Cllr. G. Banks
Governor John Beddoes School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)











JBS  Schooling Matters




Governor, Presteigne Primary School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)










Primary School Matters




Trustee Shirehall Museum Trust


Grant Payment




County Council Cabinet Member

           County Council Issues 







(including Local Development Plan)



Cllr. Ms Baynham Governor John Beddoes School, related to land owner cycle path







John Beddoes School Consultation









Presteigne to Norton Cycle Route



Cllr. Owens
    Trustee, Shirehall Museum Trust (TC appointed)



Cllr. Kirkby
    President of Twinning Association

Annual Fireworks Display

Personal and Prejudicial 
None

Dispensations 
Members were reminded of the blanket dispensation on wind farm matters issued by the County Council Community Standards Sub-Committee.
MIN 2678
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting on 17th April were approved with the addition of ' Cllr. Kirkby confirmed that a grant application for £12,300 plus VAT had now been submitted to the Tidy Towns Community Led Projects LEQ unit for work on Went's Meadow and the Withy Beds Nature Reserve'. The Mayor then duly signed the Minutes.
MIN 2679
CLERK’S REPORT/UPDATE
(1)  .Highway Matters - Cllr. Ms Baynham reminded Members of the site meeting to be held on 16th May. Members asked that the County Council be thanked for the pavement works near to the Radnorshire Arms and for the installation of the verge markers at Boultibrooke. Members also wished to thank the County Council for the repairs to the York paving which had stopped at the top of Broad Street as funding ran out. Members were keen that this should be completed when funds allowed.
(2)  Live/Work Units - Cllr. Kirkby stated that he intended to review the documentation received and would report further at a later date.

(3)  Change of Location, Presteigne Post Office - The Clerk reported that she had that day received a letter confirming that the change would take place and agreed to email a copy to everyone for information.

(4)  Town Website - Cllr. Tennant-Eyles reported that the work had now been completed and that the new site would be live in the next few weeks. The site was now reactive to enable ease of use on different devices. A local firm had been used.
(5)  Clerk's Report - The items in the Clerk's report were noted.
MIN 2680
FINANCE

(1)  Donations: 
The following donation was approved -




Presteigne Shirehall Museum Trust

£1500.00

The letter of thanks from Mid Border Arts was noted.

(2)  Payments:  

The following payments were approved - 




Mrs T. Price 





£857.98




(including additional hours worked on Allotments)




HMRC 





£359.75




(income tax and employees and employers NI due on above)



T.A. Price (travel claim)



£36.50




T.A Price (refund postage stamps)


£36.00




Powys County Council (bunting licence)

£56.00 




LRS Auditing (Lee Stephens, internal audit)
£136.50




Cannon Hygiene (hygiene units, toilets)

£35.71




Clearview Cleaning Services (Hereford) Ltd
£393.67




Viking Direct (office stationery)


£139.14




Lyreco (office stationery)



£19.77




Artisan Print





£6.14 MEADOW ACCOUNT




Nick Close





£22.00 MEADOW ACCOUNT




Springwell Microelectronics Ltd


£142.75
(3)
Receipts:


The following receipts were noted - 




Powys County Council 1st Precept Payment
£15,292.98




Allotment Rent




£25.00

(4)    Bank Transfers  
The transfer of the VAT refund of £213.11 from the Treasurer Account to the Meadow Account was agreed 
The transfer of £359.75 (to cover the Clerk's additional hours) from the Allotment Account to the Treasurer Account was agreed 

MIN 2681
PLANNING 

(1)  Planning Applications 
P2013 0350 variation of condition 2 of P/2011/0215 (revised plans for porch and finish) at Peacehaven, Knighton Road, Presteigne. No objections raised.
P2013 0428 erection of replacement garage at Brooklyn, Slough Road, Presteigne. No objections raised.
P2013 0457 erection of granny annex within the curtilage of the dwelling at Harley Meadows, Warden Road, Presteigne. No objections raised providing permission for the annex ensures that the building is tied to the existing dwelling, is for occupation of a family member only and will not be allowed to become a separate property in the future.
P2013 0411  Bowdler Farm, Knighton - See Minute 2674.
(2)  Local Development Plan Community Needs Form - -
Cllr. Banks did not take part in this discussion due to his involvement with the Local Development Plan at County Council level.
Members considered the form as presented and agreed to its submission minus the last section on item 2 of part 4..
MIN 2682
HIGHWAYS, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT
(1)  Tennis Courts, Recreation Area, Went's Meadow - Cllr. Banks was asked to enquire when the matter would be presented to the County Council cabinet.
(2)  Allotments - Members had all received copies of the Minutes from the PNAA. Regarding the condition of plots prior to any swap it was agreed that the PNAA should raise this at the Autumn meeting. Regarding work on the pond Cllr. Kirkby confirmed that works were part of the grant application but that in any event no works could be carried out until the Autumn..
(3)  John Beddoes School - County Council Proposals - Following some discussion it was agreed to defer this item for a special meeting on 28th May.
Cllr. Matthews left the meeting at this point due to another engagement.

(4)  Cycle Route, Norton/Presteigne - Cllrs. Ms Baynham and Tennant-Eyles to visit the landowner to try to find a way forward.
(5)  Reporting of any other Highway Items for repair - 
The verge at the bottom of Meeting House Lane, Norton had collapsed

Footpath, near to 50/51 Warden Close has two very rusty and dangerous manhole covers which need attention.

It was also agreed that the Clerk write to Herefordshire Council to complain about the very poor state of the Presteigne to Kington and Presteigne to Walton roads.
MIN 2683
 NORTON

(1)  Best Kept Village Sign -.The Clerk had received a number of emails and letters concerning the sign and all requesting that the sign be kept in the village. This correspondence had been circulated to all Members. Cllr. Price reported that costings had been obtained for a replacement sign and requested the Town Council provide financial support for this. It was agreed that the Council would provide up to £100 (inc VAT) towards the cost.
(2)  Norton Show - Cllr. Price reported that a further request was to be made by Norton Show for financial support. Details to come.
MIN 2684
WENT'S MEADOW AND EDDIE'S MEADOW
(1)  Letter of Thanks, Presteigne Primary School - Noted.

(2)  Usage Agreement 8/9th June Chamber of Trade - Noted.
(3)  Annual Tidy Up - Only three helpers had attended. Letters of thanks would be sent.
(4)  Play Area Inspection - The Clerk agreed to chase the County Council for a date.
(5)  Water Supply - Cllr. Kirkby confirmed that the supply was now metered and asked that Members be vigilant to ensure no water wastage.

(6)  Eddie's Meadow - Cllr. Kirkby reported that matters were progressing well and that the benches were due to be installed shortly. An official opening would be held in a couple of months.
MIN 2685
YOUTH MATTERS

Nothing to report.
MIN 2686
CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

(1)  Town Fireworks Display - Members discussed the letter from Mr. Kendall on the future of the display. It was agreed that Cllr. Kirkby seek further clarification and report back to the June meeting.
(2)  Closure of Knighton Sorting Office - This was proceeding.
(3)  Letter from Cllr. G, Brown re regeneration - The Clerk was asked to contact Mr. Kendall to determine the current situation with the Regeneration Project.
(4)  Powys County Council Notice of Public Inspection of County Council Accounts - Noted.
(5)  Powys County Council Consultation on 16-19 education - Deferred to special meeting on 28th May.
MIN 2687
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES

The May Surgery had had several visitors and the matters raised were being followed up as appropriate.
Cllrs. Tennant-Eyles and Ms. Baynham to attend the June Surgery.
MIN 2688
INFORMATION ITEMS

Noted
MIN 2689
URGENT ITEMS

The rubbish skip had been removed from the cemetery and was part way along the road. The Clerk agreed to contact the County Council to have it returned to it's proper place.
There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.50 pm.































Minutes 15.05.13 PNTC
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