Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18TH SEPTEMBER 2013
AT THE SHIREHALL, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  
Present: Cllrs. Ms B. Baynham (Mayor), C. Kirkby MBE ( Deputy Mayor), G. Banks,

 Ms. N. Humphreys, J. Matthews, H. Owens, Ms. F. Preece, B. Price. 

Apologies: Cllrs. P. Robinson, P. Smith, J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Williams, J. Wilding

In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk; Members of the Public.
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this annual meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.

Personal


Cllr. G. Banks
Governor 
John Beddoes School(BLANKET DISPENSATION)









JBS  Schooling Matters




Governor, Presteigne Primary School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)










Primary School Matters




Trustee Shirehall Museum Trust


Grant Payment




County Council Cabinet Member

           County Council Issues 





(including Local Development Plan, Regeneration )

Cllr. Ms Baynham
East Radnorshire Day Centre
 
Payment of Grant (already precepted)

Personal and Prejudicial
None
MIN 2721
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meetings on 17th July 2013 and 21st August 2013 were approved without amendment. The Mayor then duly signed both sets of Minutes.

MIN 2722
CLERK'S REPORT/UPDATE
(1)
Presteigne Firework Display - Cllr. Kirkby reported that he was aware of discussions involving two local organisations who were considering taking on the running of the event. Members confirmed that the £500 precepted amount was still available to support the event.

(2)
Awards for All Grant, Skateboard Park - This had now been submitted.

(3)
Obstruction of High Street Pavements - The Clerk confirmed that letters had been delivered to premises in the High Street. No feedback had been received from the proprietors.

MIN 2723
FINANCE PAYMENTS
(1)
Donations: 

The following donations were approved




BISYOC





£100 (precepted)



Presteigne Brownies 



£50   (precepted)


 
East Radnorshire Day Centre


£2000.00 (precepted)

               Presteigne Memorial Hall Grant for 2013/14
£1500.00 (precepted)

Members considered the requests for donations from Hafan Cymru and Shelter Cymru but agreed to make no donation at this time.

The request from Play Radnor for funding for an Open Access Play project for Presteigne was discussed but it was felt that due to the size of budget required for the project the Council did not have the capacity to support it. It was also felt that as no previous sessions had been held in Presteigne it was difficult to assess the need and potential uptake.
Members also received the information supplied by the Knighton and Presteigne Leg Club which had been hand delivered to the Clerk that afternoon. Members appreciated that important work of the club but agreed not to give a donation at that time. Members noted the high rental costs and that the club did not meet in Presteigne. Cllr. Ms Baynham agreed to contact the Club to suggest a venue in Presteigne free of charge and to suggest at least occasional meetings in the town. The Clerk was asked to write to the Club suggesting that it resubmit a request for funding in time for consideration in the budget for 2014/15.

(2)
Payments:

The following payments were approved - 




T.A. Price (inc national pay award 1/4/13 onwards)
£677.94



HMRC (tax and Ni due on above)


£238.17

Welsh Water (toilets)




£434.21


Clearview Cleaning Services Ltd


£393.67


Dilwyns Solicitors (Reservoir Ground)

£632.88 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Npower (electricity barn)



£34.02 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Npower (electricity toilets)



£3.22


N. Close (allotment pump repair)


£24.00

N. Close (Meadow Inspections)


£37.00

(3)
External Audit: Members noted that the documents had now been officially certified by the External Auditors and agreed to formally accept and approve the Annual Return
(4)
Receipts: The following receipt was noted.




2nd Instalment of Precept £15,792.97 (including website grant £500)
(5)
Bank Balances: The following bank balances as at 5th September were noted.



Treasurer £25,315.14


Meadow  

 £2694.70



Allotments £446.24


Money Manager 
 £15,358.03

MIN 2724
PLANNING 

(1)  Planning Applications 
P2013 0857 LBC, replacement of all windows and doors including the creation of new window openings, alterations to internal walls, formation of new internal openings and the erection of a porch at The Old Mill, Mill Lane, Presteigne. No objections raised.
P2013 0636 Full, erection of a dwelling and detached garage/workshop at Golwg yr Eglwys, Cannons Lane, Broad Street, Presteigne. No objections raised.
P2013 0875 for householder, erection of extension of existing garage to provide domestic workshop at Westering, Stonewall Hill, Presteigne. Deferred to October meeting as the public notices had only just been posted. One objection had been received and had been circulated.
P2013 0889: Full, Erection of a general purpose agricultural building Whitewall Farm, Presteigne. No objections raised.
(2)
Consultation request TAN23: In the absence of Cllr. Smith this item was deferred to the October meeting.

(3)  
Welsh Government Guide to Planning: Noted.
(4)
Further letters of Objection re poultry unit, Upper Heath: Noted. The Clerk had received an offer by the landowner for the planning agent to attend a Council meeting but it was agreed not to take up this offer at present.
(5)
 Development of Land at Knighton Road, Presteigne: Cllr. Ms. Baynham reported that a public consultation event had been held at the Day Centre. Due to the short notice most Councillors had been unable to attend and Cllr. Ms. Baynham had therefore arranged for the planning consultants to attend the October meeting of the Town Council.
MIN 2725
HIGHWAYS, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT

(1) Tennis Courts: Cllr. Ms Baynham had spoken to Stephen Gealy that day. He was still awaiting an answer from Rhayader Town Council and there was no real progress to report.
(2) Cycle Route: Nothing to report.

(3) Replacement Sign, Scallions: Cllr. Kirkby had yet to select the type of sign.

(4) B4362 Road Surface: It was reported that many potholes had been repaired. Members felt that the best long term solution was a complete resurface but that given current financial restraints this was unlikely.

(5) Defibrillators: The Clerk was able to report good progress on this matter. She was asked to further pursue the possibility of using the phone kiosk in Norton as location for one of the two proposed units. Members noted that maintenance and fitting would be at the expense of the Town Council.

(6) Memorial Hall: In the absence of Cllr. Smith this item was deferred to the October meeting.

(7) Town Regeneration: In the absence of Cllr. Smith this item was deferred to the October meeting.

(8) Bollards, Broad Street: Members noted that the third bollard was still to be installed. The extra light near to the bollards in Hereford Street was to be turned on as requested at the August meeting. It was noted that the additional bollard in Hereford Street, as requested earlier in the year, was still not in place.
(9) Footpath, Former Kayes Factory Site: The reply from the County Council on the re-routing of the path was noted.

(10) Former Play Area, Memorial Hall: Cllr. Banks reported on the present situation regarding the land. It was heard that the County Council was taking steps to transfer the land into the ownership of the County Council. He also reported on a possible grant application for refurbishment of the Hall which was being considered by the County Council
(11) Closure of Public Toilets: It was agreed to form a working group to discuss the possible takeover of the toilet blocks in detail and to form some detailed reports for consideration by the next Council meeting. Members of the group to be Cllrs. Owens, Baynham, Tennant-Eyles and Wilding.
Members received the email from Rhayader Town Council asking for support in opposing the closures and agreed that the Clerk should reply indicating the Town Council's support in opposing the closures. The Clerk was also asked to reply to Roger and Kirsty Williams indicating that whilst the Town Council was investigating the possibility of running the additional toilets it would prefer the County Council to continue running the facilities.
(12) Open County and Registered Common Land in Wales: Noted.
(13) Car Parks in Presteigne: The Clerk reported that she had requested information from the County Council via a Freedom of Information Request but that the information supplied had been insufficient and that she had requested further details. Cllr. Banks was asked to obtain the operational information requested by Cllr. Wilding.
(14) General Highway Items: 


Ross's Patch: Cllr. Kirkby reported that this was now being well maintained and that he had received a letter of thanks from Ross's mother. He agreed to forward the letter to all Members and asked that the Clerk thank the County Council for the hard work of their staff.
MIN 2726
NORTON

(1) Separation of Norton and Presteigne Communities: Members heard details of the meeting with the County Council and of the further advice received from Sandra Matthews. As the next County Council review of communities was due in 2015 it was agreed that no further action should be taken at this time.

(2) Offas Green (Overgrown land/hedge): It was reported that the landowner had been contacted about the overgrown hedge and informed about the concern. The Town Council had no power to act on the overgrown land.
MIN 2727
WENT'S MEADOW/EDDIE'S MEADOW

(1) Play Area Inspection Report: Cllr. Kirkby reported that this had now been received and noted for action where appropriate.

(2) Memorial Bench: Cllr Kirkby reported that he had met the resident to discuss this and that the matter was in hand.

(3) Presteigne Driving Club: Members received details of the request from the Club to use the Meadow for driving and also to hold an annual horse show. Some concerns were raised but it was felt that the request should be considered more fully by the Meadow Sub-Committee when it met in October.
(4) Reservoir Land: The transfer of land from the water board was now complete and the donation of £3500 would shortly be received. The Council's insurers had agreed to include the land in the Council's policy at no extra charge.
(5) Apple Day: to be held on 20th October.
(6) Sheep Music: Cllr. Ms. Preece agreed to be the Town Council representative on the trustee board.

(7) Community Nectar Tree Scheme: Cllr. Kirkby reported that there was at present no need for further trees on the Meadow. The Clerk was asked to forward details of the scheme to the two local schools.

(8) LEQ Grant Bid: Cllr. Kirkby reported that the bid had again been unsuccessful.
(9) Eddie's Meadow Opening: Cllr. Kirkby reported that this had been officially opened and had been a very successful event.

(10) Risk Assessment: Cllr. Kirkby reported that this was to be done for both Eddie's Meadow and Went's Meadow.

MIN 2728
YOUTH MATTERS

The centre had now re-opened for the new school year. Nothing further to report.

MIN 2729
CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

(1) Town Emblem: Members discussed the possibilities and following consideration it was agreed that Cllr. Ms. Baynham would ask John Beddoes School to hold a competition to design an emblem with a prize to be donated from the Mayor's Fund.
(2)  Welsh Blood Service Reply: Noted.
(3) TraCC Bus and Community Transport Network Strategy Consultation: Noted, no action to be taken.
(4) Speeding Presteigne By Pass, Letter from Resident: Members noted the concerns and asked the Clerk to contact the County Council to ask for the temporary speed signs to be placed on the by pass.
(5) Letter from Presteigne Fire Brigade: Members noted that the Presteigne Station would not be striking.
(6) Email from Friends of John Beddoes: Members noted the email and attached document from the Friends of John Beddoes. It was also noted that the Welsh Government did not have to make it's decision until early in 2014.
(7) Electoral Review Programme: Noted.
MIN 2730
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES

Cllr. Ms Baynham reported on the September surgery. A request had been received from the PNAA  for a mirror to be fixed opposite the car park at the allotments. She would look at the site and report back to a future meeting.
Cllr. Ms. Baynham gave advance notice that she would be unavailable for the November Surgery.
MIN 2731
INFORMATION ITEMS

Noted.

MIN 2732
URGENT ITEMS

Presteigne Doctors: Cllr. Kirkby would be arranging a leaving gift and Members were asked to let him have any donations as soon as possible.
Investiture of Cllr. Kirkby, MBE: This would take place on 3rd October.
Mayor's Auction/Dinner: To take place on 28th September.
The Meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
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